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1. Our Commitment to Safeguarding
Forestdale Football Club is fully committed to safeguarding the welfare of every child and young person
entrusted to our care. We aim to provide a safe, inclusive, and positive football environment where players
can thrive. We align with The FA’s Safeguarding Children Policy and Procedures and adopt its principles
throughout our club operations.

2. Key Safeguarding Principles
We uphold the following values:

The welfare of children is the top priority in all matters.
All children, regardless of background or identity, have the right to be protected from abuse.
Any suspicions or allegations of abuse will be taken seriously and addressed promptly and
appropriately.

We work closely with parents, carers, players, and relevant agencies to ensure child safety at every level.

3. Our Role and Responsibilities
Forestdale FC acknowledges its duty to safeguard children and young people from physical, emotional, or
sexual harm, neglect, and bullying. Everyone involved in our club—whether coaches, officials, volunteers,
or medical staff—is expected to follow FA safeguarding regulations.

4. Safer Recruitment Practices
We follow The FA’s Responsible Recruitment process:

All roles are clearly defined.
Identity documents are verified.
Informal chats and, where possible, interviews are conducted.
Two references are requested and followed up.
Where required, an FA-accepted Enhanced DBS (CRC) check with Barred List check is conducted.
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All staff and volunteers in eligible roles (e.g., coaches, managers) must hold a current FA-accepted
Enhanced CRC. Any concerns about an individual’s suitability are referred to The FA, who assess each case
based on legal standards and the safety of young people.

5. Whistleblowing & Reporting Misconduct
Forestdale FC supports The FA’s Whistleblowing Policy. If you’re concerned about an adult in a position of
trust, you can:

Call The FA Safeguarding Team: 0800 169 1863
Email: Safeguarding@TheFA.com
Write to: The FA Case Manager, Wembley Stadium, PO Box 1966, London SW1P 9EQ
Or contact the Police, NSPCC, or Social Services directly.

We encourage all staff, players, and families to speak up and use these channels if needed.

6. Club Welfare Officer (CWO)
Our designated Club Welfare Officer is:
Name: Matthew Ansah
Phone: +44 7879 635313
Email: safeguarding@forestdalefc.com

The CWO:
Acts as the first point of contact for safeguarding concerns.
Liaises with the County FA Welfare Officer.
Promotes awareness of Respect, poor practice, and safeguarding throughout the club.

Has completed all mandatory FA safeguarding and welfare officer training.
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7. Anti-Bullying Policy
We recognize bullying as a form of abuse and will not tolerate it in any form. Any player or parent who
suspects bullying should report it to the Club Welfare Officer. Serious cases will be referred to the County
FA Welfare Officer.

8. Respect Codes of Conduct
Forestdale FC has implemented Respect Codes of Conduct for:

Players
Parents and Spectators
Coaches and Officials

We take violations seriously and will act on repeated or serious misconduct. In extreme cases, sanctions
from the County FA may apply.

9. Reporting Safeguarding Concerns
Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. If you have concerns:

1. Report to the Club Welfare Officer.
2. If it’s poor practice, the CWO may handle it or contact the County FA Welfare Officer.
3. If it’s more serious (e.g. potential abuse), contact the Police or Social Services immediately.
4. If urgent medical attention is needed, call 999 and inform the CWO after the child is safe.
5. If the CWO is unavailable or the situation is serious:
6.

Contact the County FA Welfare Officer.
Call The FA Safeguarding Team: 0800 169 1863
Contact the NSPCC: 0808 800 5000, text 88858, or email help@nspcc.org.uk
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10. Additional Resources
For more guidance on safeguarding, visit:

www.TheFA.com/football-rules-governance/safeguarding
Email: Safeguarding@TheFA.com

FA Safeguarding Enquiry Line: 0845 210 8080


